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Summary

Passing these resolutons will make the diocese complicit in Bishop Duncan’s breaking of his vows as a Bishop of the Episcopal Church because he will be abandoning a portion of his flock 

Argument

· ALL baptized people are members of the Church.  Resolution V separates this Diocese into two parts.

· The bishop is proposing turning over a part of the flock to other Episcopal oversight, thus not living up to his pastroal duties.

· Resoluton V does not provide long term security for the whole of his flock.  It is a sham resolution providing only temporary partial care for those who are demonstrating continued support for the Church of which we are a part.

· As a whole the resolutions are a failure of pastoral care towards the many members of the diocese who are homosexuals.

· Most of the 43 bishops who voted “no” on confirmation of Gene Robinson as Bishop of New Hampshire are leading their people in reconcilliation.  Two have signed an published in the local papers statements of reconcilliation and affirmations of their continued support for ECUSA.  You instead are prooposing to divide your flock.

Supporting Information

Book of Common Prayer, p. 517

You are called to guard the faith, unity, and discipline of the Church; to celebrate and to provide for the administration of the sacraments of the New Covenant; to ordain priests and deacons and to join in ordaining bishops; and to be in things a faithful pastor and wholesome example for the entire flock of Christ.

Church Catechism – BCP p. 855

The ministry of a bishop is to represent Christ and his Church, particularly as apostle, chief priest, and pastor of a diocese; to guard the faith, unity, and discipline of the whole Church; to proclaim the Word of God; to act in Christ’s name for the reconcilliation of the world and the building up of the Church; and to ordain others to continue christ’s ministry. 
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