Recommendations for Parish Vestries and Annual Meetings – PEP 1/10/04


1. Bishop Duncan has announced that the Diocese of Pittsburgh is a part of the Network of Anglican Dioceses and Parishes.  PEP recommends that parish vestries or annual meetings go on record as declining to be a part of the network.  Parishes wishing further information and background on this resolution may find it in a new PEP briefing paper on the Network available on the PEP website.  We recommend this resolution:

Whereas the Diocese of Pittsburgh is a constituent part of the Episcopal Church, USA; and

Whereas the Constitution and Canons of the Episcopal Church, USA and the Diocese of Pittsburgh provide adequate means for Episcopalians to work together;

Therefore be it resolved that _____________ Parish is a part of the Episcopal Diocese of  ______ in the Episcopal Church, USA, and needs no other affiliation; and thus declines to be considered a member of  the Network of Anglican Communion Dioceses and Parishes and disassociates itself from any actions or statements of such a network. 

If you pass such a resolution, copies should be sent to Bishop Duncan c/o the Diocese, to the Presiding Bishop, and to PEP (c/o Joan Gundersen at jrgunder@hotmail.com or regular mail at Progressive Episcopalians of Pittsburgh  #109 4530 Wm. Penn Hwy., Murrysville, PA 15668.
2. Funding:  

a. We recommend that the parish continue sending its usual share of funds to the Episcopal Church, USA.   See the web site of the Concerned Episcopalians of St. Lawrence Deanery (Albany) at http://www.cesld.org/RedirectedGiving.html for a good essay on why we should continue supporting the national church.

b. If full support of the national church is not possible, PEP recommends that the parishioners work to get agreement that each individual pledger may designate a portion of the pledge to support the work of the Episcopal Church, USA if they so desire, and the parish will forward it.

c. If parishes are unwilling to do this, PEP recommends sending the money directly to the ECUSA as an individual.  You can do so by sending a check made out to the Episcopal Church to June Victor, Asst. to the Treasurer, Episcopal church Center, 815 2nd Ave. NY,  NY 10017

3. Diocesan support.  PEP recommends that parishes continue to support the Diocese of Pittsburgh.  If you have individuals who have declined to pledge because a portion of their money will go to the diocese, remind them that we all benefit from diocesan grants, and the services provided by the diocesan offices.  The AAC apparently pays for Bishop Duncan's numerous external trips.  If they still do not wish to pledge, suggest that they give the parish a designated gift to be used to fund a specific expense.  Designated gifts are excluded from calculations of the diocesan assessment owed by a parish.

4. We recommend that parishes consider carefully their choice of Deputies to Diocesan convention to ensure that those chosen are committed to remaining in the Episcopal Church, USA and to full support of its constitution and canons.  The nullification amendment to diocesan canons must be passed a second time before going into effect, and thus there will be a chance next falls to block it.

5. We recommend that the parish develop a program of adult education on the issues raised by the formation of the Network, the amendments to the Diocesan constitution and canons which passed the first vote in November, the implications of the resolutions passed at Special Convention, Episcopal Church history and tradition, and human sexuality.

6. PEP encourages Parishes to send group pictures of the parishioners who wish to be on record as intending to remain within the Episcopal Church, USA.  These pictures should be sent electronically in .jpeg format to our webmaster powell@nauticom.net or by regular mail to Progressive Episcopalians of Pittsburgh  #109 4530 Wm. Penn Hwy., Murrysville, PA 15668.  Be sure to identify your parish and it would be wonderful if you could have someone holding a sign noting your support. The pictures are to show support for the following resolution.  Propose and pass this resolution at the meeting:
“We, the members of [Parish name], hold diverse views on many subjects. However, we also hold each other in love as brothers and sisters in Christ despite these differences. We are committed to staying in the Episcopal Church of the United States of America and worshipping at the Lord’s Table together.”

