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Summary

The Resolutions propose a radical revision of the true meaning of “Faith and Order” in Anglican and Episcopal doctrine by expanding the Articles of Faith beyond that acknowledged in historical Anglican and Episcopal documents.

Argument

· The “Faith” of the church refers to the Creeds. The Chicago-Lambeth Quadrilateral 1886 says, “ The Nicene Creed is the sufficient statement of the Christian Faith.” This was expanded in 1888 to say, “The Apostles” Creed, as the Baptismal Symbol; and the Nicene Creed, as the sufficient statement of the Christian faith.” The Catechism of the 1928 Book of Common Prayer asks catechumens to recite the Articles of Faith. What is to be recited is the Apostles’ Creed. 

· Scripture is confirmed in documents as the Word of God and containing all things necessary for salvation, but as the catechism says “We understand the meaning of the Bible by the help of the Holy Spirit, who guides the Church in the true interpretation of the Scriptures.” Thus, scripture is a LIVING Word, not an immutable set of rules. These resolutions try to impose a specific interpretation of scripture.

· Both the 1928 Catechism and the current catechisms (i.e., the “Outline of the Faith”) commend the Ten Commandments to us as a guide for life, and summarize the Old Testament (i.e., “Old Covenant”) as “to be faithful: to love justice, to do mercy, and to walk humbly with their God” and the New Testament as the summary of the Law–to “love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the first and the great commandment. And the second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” Thus, the core lessons of scripture as contained in the basic summary of Faith do not include anything on the issue of homosexuality. Reading them into these statements is changing doctrine.

· The canons around marriage are not affected by anything the 74th General Convention did. They provide a guide for relations between a man and a woman and do not address same-sex relations. Because one kind of relationship is supported by the church does not require a condemnation of other relationships. To insist so is to change the canons and liturgy.

·  What is the “Order” of the church? It is support for the idea of apostolic succession (specified as a non-negotiable item in the Lambeth-Chicago Quadrilateral), the canons, and the constitution of the church. The decisions made at the 74th convention, for good or ill, were done by a strict adherence to the procedures specified in constitution of the Episcopal Church. It is these resolutions that violate the order by appealing beyond the bounds of the national church to overturn duly made decisions.

· The 74th convention has been accused of being contrary to the faith of the church because the House of Bishops refused to pass resolution B001, which affirmed that scripture contained all things necessary to salvation, BUT, in fact, both houses did vote to affirm this proposition. Section 1 of C051 (the resolution passed dealing with same-sex relationships) reads: “That our life together as a community of faith is grounded in the saving work of Jesus Christ and expressed in the principles of the Chicago-Lambeth Quadrilateral: Holy Scripture, the historic Creeds of the Church, the two dominical sacraments, and the historic episcopate.”
Supporting Information

From the Chicago-Lambeth Quadrilateral 1886

But furthermore, we do hereby affirm that the Christian unity … can be restored only by the return of all Christian communities to the principles of unity exemplified by the undivided Catholic Church during the first ages of its existence [i.e., before Popes –JRG]; which principles we believe to be the substantial deposit of Christian Faith and Order committed by Christ and his Apostles to the Church unto the end of the world, and therefore incapable of compromise or surrender by those who have been ordained to be its stewards and trustees for the common and equal benefit of all men.

As inherent parts of this sacred deposit, and therefore as essential to the restoration of unity among the divided branches of Christendom, we account the following: to wit:
1. The Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testament as the revealed Word of God.

2. The Nicene Creed as the sufficient statement of the Christian Faith.

3. The two Sacraments,—Baptism and the Supper of the Lord,—ministered with unfailing use of Christ’s words of institution and of the elements ordained by Him.

4. The Historic Episcopate, locally adapted in the methods of its administration to the varying needs of the nations and peoples caled of God into the unity of His Church.
The 1888 Lambeth Conference reworked this:

That in the opinion of this Conference, the following Articles supply a basis on which approach may be by God’s blessing made towards Home Reunion:

(a) The Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments as “containing all things necessary to salvation,” and as being the rule and ultimate standard of faith.

(b) The Apostles’ Creed, as the Baptismal Symbol; and the Nicene Creed, as the sufficient statemement of the Christian faith.

(c) The two Sacraments …

(d) The Historic Episcopate …
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